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(Added by the translator for the A. M. I. edition.)

As Bishop Paul Richaud said in his preface to What Happened at 
Pontmain? “An entire spirituality unfolds from the apparition of 
Pontmain which is inexhaustible.”

There is an intimate connection between Pontmain and the beginning of 
devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. First there is the extraordi-
nary prophecy pronounced before the statue of the Immaculate Heart in 
Paris at the very time of the Apparition, followed by the vow, and finally 
the spreading of the Archconfraternity of the Immaculate Heart through-
out France and the world.

There is the immediate fruit of the “national vow” in France, honoring 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

There is the liaison with St. Therese, messenger of the new spirituality.

But above all there is the iconography . . . or picture lesson . . . of 
Pontmain, by which Our Lady shows that her mission is to bring the love 
and salvation of Jesus Crucified to the whole world, and with it both joy 
and peace. (“She smiles! She smiles!”)

We have spoken of all these things but riot of the two white crosses 
which, in the fifth phase of the vision, appeared on Our Lady’s shoulders.

Since Pontmain parallels Fatima (only 53 years apart, with identical pur-
pose and basis) we can look to the fuller message of Fatima for an expla-
nation.

At Pontmain Our Lady brought peace. At Fatima she brought a double 
promise: Peace and the conversion of Russia.

For a thousand years the Christian Church has been divided East from 
West. The healing of this East-West schism is probably the key to all 
Christian unity.



In the Vision of Pontmain—where Our Lady stood with her shoulders 
to East and West—the East-West crosses are united on her who holds 
forth to all men: Jesus Crucified.

Not only is this affirmed at Fatima with a promise of the triumph of Her 
Immaculate Heart, but just six months before the centenary of Pontmain, 
something extraordinary happened at Fatima.

In June, 1970, the Blue Army of our Lady . . . a circle around the world 
illuminated by fulfillment of Her four shining conditions for unity and 
peace . . . acquired the holiest Icon of Russia: the Icon of Our Lady of 
Kazan.

Honored as “Liberatrix and Protectress” of Holy Mother Russia, the 
Icon had been confiscated by the Soviets in 1917 and its basilica turned 
into an atheist museum.

Laden with jewels and valued for as much as three million dollars, the 
Icon was sold to help finance the atheist revolution. But in 1970, the 
Blue Army, composed mostly of Roman Catholics . . . redeemed it . . . to 
give it back to Russia. The Icon arrived at Fatima on July 21 st, Feast of 
Our Lady of Kazan, and the following day began a week of study (at the 
Blue Army International Centre at Fatima) of the Byzantine Liturgy in 
which prelates of East and West participated.

From Rome came Bishop Katkoff, Apostolic Visitor to the Russian 
Churches; and from Constantinople: Patriarch Emilianos, Delegate of 
Patriarch Athenagoras.

Meeting daily in the presence of the Miraculous Icon of Kazan . . . at the 
very place where Our Lady promised peace and conversion through the 
triumph of Her Immaculate Heart . . . the priests and prelates and laity 
of East and West felt a unity of love which made an agony of their inabil-
ity to participate in the same Communion. At the end they declared:

“We wish to declare that we have found that the Orthodox Church of 
the East and the Roman Catholic Church have substantially the same 
liturgical and spiritual theology. We have found in this domain only 
differences of a secondary nature.”
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The last picture of Pontmain was of Our Lady’s Crown . . . while her blue 
aura, with burning candles, remained.

Is it just a coincidence that 1971, Centenary of Pontmain, is also the 
silver jubilee of the crowning of Our Lady as Queen of the World (by 
Pope Pius XII) and that the coronation of Our Lady will be commemo-
rated this year simultaneously by Bishops on all six continents?

The Queenship of Mary—which has been emphasized by the Church 
especially in these last days—is important because to acknowledge Mary 
as our Queen is to acknowledge that we belong to Her. And when the 
world acknowledges Her Queenship, it is by that very acknowledgement 
intimately consecrated to Her Immaculate Heart.

For this reason, in his encyclical (Ad Coeli Reginam) instituting the feast 
of the Queenship of Mary (now celebrated Aug. 22nd, formerly Feast of 
the Immaculate Heart) the Pope requested that every year, on this Feast 
of Her Queenship, all should renew the act of consecration to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary.

This exhortation of Pope Pius XII was forgotten by . many, but in 1970 
. . . in a “blue aura” flight around the world to all six continents . . . the 
Blue Army carried CROWNS blessed by Pope Paul to be used in the 
world-wide coronation ceremonies on May 13, 1971, 25th anniversary 
of the “Queen of the World” Coronation by Pope Pius XII.

Many ceremonies and gestures are ephemeral—and, like the news of the 
day, soon forgotten. But not a coronation.

By crowning a sovereign WE BEGIN A REIGN.

And so we trust that 1971, centenary of Pontmain and silver jubilee of 
the “Queen of the World” will be the beginning of the reign of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary over all the earth.

The “crowning” by Pius XII was made by means of the statue of Our 
Lady of Fatima which, in his subsequent encyclical (Ad Coeli Reginam) 
the Pope called: “The MESSENGER OF HER ROYALTY”, Because 
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the year after the coronation (1947) another statue left Fatima as a “pil-
grim”—and the favors along the way were so great that the same Pope 
(Pius XII) exclaimed that “it seemed as though she had gone forth to 
claim her dominion.”

Now there are “official” pilgrims in some fifty countries around the 
world . . . and it is these messengers of her royalty which were chosen for 
the world-wide, simultaneous crowning on May 13, 1971. [Note: 
Pontmain was chosen for coronation of the National Pilgrim Virgin of 
France on May 13, 1971, and a French Cardinal was chosen to celebrate 
the Pontifical Mass at Fatima itself on this historic day of Mary’s 
Queenship.]

Now may there begin the final phase of the Virgin of Hope, the Virgin 
of Prayer, the Virgin of Power who smiles upon the world to which she 
holds down Jesus Crucified. Now may there begin the reign of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary who said at Fatima:

“In the end, my Immaculate Heart will triumph, Russia will be converted 
and an era of peace will be granted to mankind.”
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(Added by the translator for A. M. I. edition.)

Our Lady appeared in blue. Her “message” was conveyed through grad-
ual movements and modifications, and finally by words which appeared 
across the sky at her feet.

At this point, the invading armies were only miles away and people flee-
ing through the village were exhorting all to run for their lives. But trans-
fixed by the ecstacy of the children and by a sense of the supernatural, 
several villagers said: “If the enemy were here now, we would not fear!”

As the Rosary was finished, a white band began to unroll across the sky 
and upon it, letter after letter, were spelled out the words:

“But pray my children. God will soon hear you. My Son is moved.” (Mon 
fils se laisse toucher could also be translated “My Son permits Himself to 
be touched”).

Meanwhile there had been a change in the stars in the sky. Three bright 
stars were seen by the entire crowd to form a great triangle. This caused 
all who saw it to believe. Then the children saw forty stars gather beneath 
the vision, and the red cross became a red Crucifix which Our Lady took 
into her hands and held down towards the world. On top of it, in red 
letters, appeared the words JESUS CHRIST. Then a star shot up from 
beneath Our Lady’s feet to light four candles in the great blue oval 
around her. Finally, as the star returned to a spot above Our Lady’s head, 
she dropped her hands.

That night, the enemy troops were to have pushed forward, but the final 
command never came. Within ten days the war was over. It was followed 
by a peace which lasted forty years.

What was the meaning of the four candles? What, indeed, was the mean-
ing of the entire vision? What was the star which rose from Our Lady’s 
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feet, lit the candles, then shone like a crown above her as she dropped her 
hands to rain graces upon the earth?

Since the forty stars beneath the vision have been universally understood 
to signify the forty years of peace which followed, it is presumed that the 
single star which lit the candles, as well as the entire vision, must neces-
sarily have a bearing upon peace.

However, no satisfactory explanation of the star or the candles was ever 
presented until fifty years later when again France was invaded. Again 
Paris was being bombarded. And Our Lady appeared again, this time at 
Fatima, with a bright star shining at her feet. She again promised to end 
the war, but at the same time she made a terrible yet wonderful prophecy 
concerning peace: “The war will soon end, and the soldiers will return to 
their homes.” However, she said that if her four requests were not heard 
that another and a more terrible world war would begin within the reign 
of the next Pope, and that if her requests then still remained unfulfilled, 
“Error will spread from an atheist Russia throughout the entire world, 
fomenting further wars . . . several entire nations will be annihilated.”

The symbol of “atheist Russia!’ is a red star. And the power of the red star 
rose from Russia to dominate half the population of the earth. It contin-
ues to foment further wars even up to this present moment, with the ever 
possible threat of atomic destruction upon entire nations.

In 1947, a rather ordinary parish priest in a medium-sized town in the 
United States rose in his pulpit and said:

“We must fulfill the conditions of Our Lady of Fatima for peace. I ask 
everyone in this parish to fulfill those four conditions and to wear some-
thing blue as a testimony that they are doing what Our Lady has asked. 
We in this parish will be the Blue Army of Our Lady against the Red 
Army of atheism.”

From that parish, the idea of a “Blue Army” caught on around the world 
until by 1970 it numbered over twenty-million members in 57 nations!

During all this time, no explanation had ever been given for the bright 
star which shone just above Our Lady’ s feet in the vision of Fatima. It 
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was merely thought that perhaps because Our Lady at Fatima had prom-
ised the ultimate conversion of Russia and world peace after her requests 
are heard that the red star will become “a bright star at Our Lady’s feet”.

But literally because of the red star, the four requests of Our Lady of 
Fatima have now been lighted around the entire world. And the fulfill-
ment of those requests bear not only a promise of peace for forty years, 
but to use her own words:

“In the end, My Immaculate Heart will triumph; Russia will be convert-
ed and an era of peace will be conceded to mankind.”

A commission of six experts appointed by the Bishop of Fatima to inter-
pret the Fatima message has given the opinion that the era of peace 
promised by Our Lady implies a true “reign of Christ” on the earth, 
because there could be no other meaning of the word “peace” on the lips 
of the Mother of Christ, and no other meaning to her words: “My 
Immaculate Heart will triumph”.

The present Rector of the sanctuary of Pontmain agrees that this may 
well be the ultimate meaning of the vision of Pontmain,

And what of the four candles in the blue oval?

In 1946, the sole survivor of the three children who saw Our Lad of 
Fatima labored to condense the requests of Our Lady into a simple 
promise which could be fulfilled by anyone, from the simplest child to 
the most sophisticated adult. The formula contains four points, and this 
became the basic “pledge” or condition of membership in the Blue Army 
of Our Lady. These four “candles” which the Red Star caused the Blue 
Army members to light in their own lives and in the world are:

1) The morning offering; 2) A Living Consecration to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary by the Scapular; 3) Full use of the Rosary; 4”) Renewal of 
the offering in moments of temptation. They wear some outward sign of 
blue as a testimony of this fourfold pledge.

The late Father Pio, of San Giovanni Rotondo, said: “Russia will be con-
verted when there is a Blue Army member for every Communist.” On 
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another occasion, the saintly priest, whose cause for beatification is now 
in progress said: “What will save us is the Madonna, and zealous souls. 
The Madonna has such power that, in time, she will succeed in turning 
away from us the anger of God. “

Eugene Cardinal Tisserant, Dean of the Cardinals of the Catholic 
Church, said: “Today more than ever Christ wills that we have every-
thing from Him through His Mother, according to the words of Saint 
Bernard recalled recently by the Sovereign Pontiff.. the Blue Army is a 
response to the (four) demands of the Blessed Virgin of Fatima . . . 

“Is it not necessary,” the first Cardinal of the Church continued, “that all 
Catholics who still enjoy liberty should arrange themselves LIKE AN 
ARMY AROUND OUR LADY, stronger against evil than an army 
arranged in battle, yet tender like the most tender of mothers, if they 
wish mercy to be poured forth abundantly upon all sinners? Therefore 
with all my strength I appeal for a more and more widespread and more 
popular imploration of Our Lady, certain that only the intervention of 
the most Blessed Virgin Mary will obtain the necessary graces of conver-
sion and re-awaken an authentic sense of unity in Christ and in the 
Church for a TRUE WORLD PEACE.”
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APPENDIX III

The Pastor of Pontmain
( from a website)

Pontmain was made a parish in its own right in 1840. From 1836, Father 
Michael (Michel) Guerin was appointed to Pontmain by Bishop Bouvier 
of Le Mans. For thirty-five years (before the apparition at Pontmain) this 
pious pastor labored for his flock of some five hundred souls. 

By his faith, his confident prayer and his love of neighbor, he trans-
formed a parish which he built. He held it close to his heart until his last 
breath. His last words were “Stay good Christians… Oh! that the parish 
should always remain as it does now” (May 29, 1872).

After the turmoil of the French Revolution of the 1790s, the parishes of 
France found themselves beset with numerous difficulties. The churches 
were in ruins, the interiors destroyed, or run down. This was the situa-
tion facing the small rural chapel of Pontmain which was later to become 
a church. The roof leaked, the altar and the pews were worm eaten, there 
was no linen, no ornaments nor sacred vessels.

Father Michael Guerin was a priest in the parish of Saint-Ellier of Maine.  
He knew of the miseries of Pontmain. He went to Mans to beg his 
Bishop to entrust to him this small hamlet abandoned in the middle of 
the countryside. He arrived at Pontmain on the evening of 24th 
November 1836. As there was no presbytery (rectory), he was satisfied 
with a furnished room in a modest thatched cottage. In a letter to his 
Bishop this is how he described one of his first Masses there: “Yes, your 
Excellency, I celebrated Mass on an altar stone laid on a pile of wooden 
planks. My fellow-priests and I preached from a workbench”. (Letter of 
15th October 1844).

He got to work right away. With the help of his new parishioners he 
repaired the roof and made new pews. The women made linen for the 
altar and ornaments. Then came other projects; new roads, the resto-
ration of the chapel, which was later to become the parish church. and 
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the building of a co-ed school. He even opened a shop selling tobacco 
(he himself took snuff )  It also sold revenue stamps which saved the need 
to travel great distances to obtain them). He had a practical bent. He 
gave his all. By dealing with the material needs of his poor people, he 
won them for Jesus Christ. It did not take long for him to turn Pontmain 
into a lively and devout parish.

As mentioned in the introduction, no one worked on Sunday, and the 
Lord’s name was held in reverence. Children were taught to be respectful 
of God and man. Father Guerin attached great importance to prayer and 
devotion to the Virgin Mary and arranged to have a statue placed in 
every household. From this time onward every family prayed the rosary 
daily. 

Father Guerin had numerous crosses erected along the roadsides. He 
placed a statue of Mary in the bell-tower. From 8th December 1854 (the 
day of the promulgation of the dogma of the Immaculate Conception) 
four candles were lit on the altar of Our Lady at every parish service. In 
1860, he had the church vault painted sky blue, with a scattering of stars. 
The visionaries beheld our Lady in the sky surrounded by stars and four 
candles. It was an obvious “tip of the hat” to their wonderful pastor.

He was mischievously called by some “the good Virgin’s priest.” June 1, 
2013 marked the opening of the process for the beatification of Michel 
Guerin by Mgr Thierry Scherrer, Bishop of Laval, with Mgr Yves Saux, 
Bishop of Mans, in the Basilica of Pontmain.

prayer next page
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Prayer for the Intercession of the 
Servant of God, Father Michel Guerin

Lord our God, 

You chose Michel Guerin to be pastor of Pontmain, who with a burning 
heart, gathered together the poor people of that parish to form them into 
a fervent community of faith, hope and love. 

Bound to his parishioners in life and death, it was through his filial and 
unconditional obedience to the Virgin Mary that he drew strength for 
his priestly ministry. 

May the example and holiness of Father Michel Guerin be recognized 
soon, so as to intensify in our Church an appreciation of the power of 
prayer and of confidence in God and the Virgin Mary, Mother of Hope, 
who appeared in Pontmain,

And, by the intercession of your radiant servant this good priest, grants 
us, heavenly Father, the grace that we now in confidence ask. Through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen.
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1 . Maker of wooden shoes commonly used at that time in Brittany.

2. “You are too wicked,” a priest said to this ten year old boy in front of 
us, “I cannot believe that you have seen the Blessed Virgin.” — “Very 
well!” said he, quickly, “you are like St. Thomas.”— “But, continued the 
priest, “St. Thomas was a great Saint.”— “Yes,” said Joseph, “but not 
when he didn’t believe.”

3. According to our calculations, it was the Milky Way.

4. The blue, said the children, was dark and brilliant like the indigo pel-
lets used for laundry.

5. The equivalent of 20 centimeters is 7.87 inches.

6. Never, said the children, had one seen the like in person or in pictures.

7. One called buckles, in this part of the country, a knot of ribbon, as well 
as a bow made with shoelaces. We showed the children shoes with silver 
buckles: “Oh! that,” they said, “it is nothing at all like that.” And one of 
the little girls pointing to the bow formed by the ribbons from her hat 
said that “they were buckles like this, but quite round and very well 
made.,

8. This is the name given in the country to the mallet used for pounding 
the bush stems.

9. Their maid.

10. We can only give the time approximately. The children and those 
around them, deeply moved, were little occupied with, the question of 
time. Moreover, the church clock, stopped by the rigor of the cold, did 
not sound the hours.

11. Sister Vitaline is one meter 65 centimeters tall or 5 feet and about 5 
inches tall.

12. This little child was small and very delicate. “You have seen the 
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Blessed Virgin, my little Eugene?” — Oh! yes, Sir . . . “What did you say 
to her? . . . “Oh, I said nothing to her, and she said nothing to me.” He 
remained no more than ten minutes. His grandmother gave him to his 
aunt to take back because it was so cold.

13. At that time it was customary to use a black silk handkerchief for 
watching an eclipse of the sun and Mr. Guidecoq thought that the appa-
rition might be a phenomenon of this nature.

14. The children thus distinguished ordinary stars from those which 
they saw on Our Lady’s dress, They said these stars had five points, like 
the stars on the ceiling of the church, What were these stars of the atmo-
sphere? We do not know, Only the children saw them in a number of 
about forty, The other persons saw only the three stars of which we have 
spoken.

15. In the grand tone of Brittany, said the children afterwards.

16. It extended on the roof of the Guidecoq house from one chimney to 
the other,

17. These interruptions were frequent and more or less prolonged during 
the prayers and the singing. One stopped to question or to listen to the 
children.

18. News of the occupation of Laval by the Prussians had spread through 
all of Brittany. They were not more than a mile from the city and all of 
the inhabitants, justifiably frightened, expected them to enter at dawn.

The Blessed Virgin protected the city where so many of her devotees 
invoked her in the old sanctuary of Avenieres. The National Vow, to 
which France attributes its preservation was made in this church on the 
20th of January by the Most Reverend Bishop surrounded by a large 
number of the clergy and an immense crowd of the faithful.

19. We would like to insert here, in this footnote, a fact which took place 
but was not included in the first edition of this book because all of the 
circumstances were not sufficiently known at that time:

The wife of Augustine Guidecoq, who had come to the barn at the same 
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time as the pastor, had returned to her house during the Magnificat 
because she couldn’t see anything and she was cold. Pressed by curiosity, 
she returned during the singing of the litanies to where the children 
were. Their statements, though precise and so perfectly in accord, and 
their consoling words which they read in the sky, the emotion and the 
faith of the crowd, nothing could convince her of the reality of the appa-
rition.

“The pastor does not see,” she said to herself. “The Sisters do not see 
either. The children say that it is on our house, and I see nothing either. 
Certainly their sight is troubled. There is nothing.”

And she left the barn, crossed the road and was continuing through the 
area which separates her house from that of the Barbedette’s.

On arriving in front of the fence which, from this area, gives access to the 
little square of the church, she strained her eyes to the spot over the roof 
of her house.

“There is nothing,” she murmured,

She wanted to go ahead, but her legs bent and she fell upon her knees on 
the icy snow-covered ground.

“Oh, the good God punishes me,” she thought.

Crying, she recited three or four Our Fathers and Hail Marys in honor 
of the Blessed Virgin. Then she was able to get up and she entered the 
house, quickly went through it and came out into her garden in the hope 
of seeing the vision from that side. Vain hope! She did not see the beau-
tiful Lady! She at once went back into the house and returned to the 
barn where she continued to pray, shedding tears of regret for having 
been incredulous.

20.  After the second repetition, God will hear you in a short time, one 
can easily imagine the joy of the crowd in receiving this merciful prom-
ise. We asked Eugene for what intentions he had been praying. “I prayed,” 
he answered, “that my brother would not receive a mortal wound, to 
obtain peace, the departure of the Prussians, and the return of tranquili-
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ty. “ And he felt then that his prayers were heard. Everyone around said: 
“The war is going to end; we are going to have peace.” “Yes,” said the 
child, “but pray. And he made everyone understand the sense of the word 
but which until then had appeared quite ordinary.

Several days after the happening, the Sisters of Pontmain took the chil-
dren to Fougeres, to the mother house of their congregation.

The superior questioned the little children.

“The Blessed Virgin,” she said to them, “knows grammar. She could not 
have begun a sentence with the word but.

Jeanne-Marie Lebosse quickly answered:

“Sister Vitaline also knows grammar. Well! when she has had enough of 
seeing that one does not work, she gives a good kick on the step and says: 
“But, study then!”

21. (Translator’s Note:) In French, the word for “permit oneself ’ and “to 
worry oneself ’ are both similar. The word to permit oneself (laisse) is 
very similar to worry oneself (lasse).

22. (Translator’s Note:) This phrase does not translate easily into 
English. In French, it is extremely concise, but the meaning is clearly that 
despite the punishment deserved by the world, Our Lord is in a sense 
permitting His mercy to circumvent the rigors of justice.

23. “One would like to have jumped right up to her,” said the little chil-
dren. And Eugene added: “Oh, if only I had had wings! “

24. Eugene said it was as though she were entering into a pocket.

25. They added that the words of the children, even though reproduced 
with difficulty, could not convey all of their ways of surprise, of sponta-
neity, of lively even extraordinary expression in their looks, their ges-
tures, and their voices.

26. This account is taken from the pursuit after the battle of Mans by the 
detachment of General Schmidt, from the 13th to the 17th of January 
1871. German account edited under the auspices and according to the 
archives of the German high-command, published by E. Moreau.
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Our Lady of Pontmain
Our Lady of Hope

Notre Dame d’Esperance de Pontmain,
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