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ST. KATERI TEKAKWITHA
Lily of the Mohawks, pray for us!
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CLARA: Did you feel like to left your body and went up to heaven? What do you remember 
about that; I mean what was it like?

JAKE: Um well I remember when I first experienced it, I felt my body getting really light 
like I was only a few pounds. So I started to rise up, and at the time I was very curious as 
to know what was going on. And I figured out I was in heaven because of all the beautiful 
music, the never-ending light, and especially all my relatives – well, a few haven’t met 
– but I somehow knew who they were. Like my mom’s grandma, I somehow recalled 
her even though I’ve never met her. Um, I saw my Uncle Tom who had died a few weeks 
before my accident. And, I saw Jesus.

CLARA: How did you know it was Jesus?

JAKE: Um well I’ve seen pictures of him in things in like a bible. And at my church – there’s 
a big image of him on the front of the church. And so he looked a little bit like what I saw 
there except his hands were empty. And he had a red sash across his side and he had a 
white, he was wearing a white, a white robe. He looked like about- not all about- not all 
about – normal human size around six feet tall, no more, no less.

CLARA: Did you see God and Jesus? Did you feel like there were two different people or – 
like God the Father and then God the Son? Or were they just the same?

JAKE: They were all one.

CLARA: They were all one. And did you, did you see any angels?

JAKE: Mmhmm.

CLARA: Did they, like how did you know they were angels?

JAKE: Um, like I said I kind of recognized them from images and things like that. They 
were, some were doing things that probably God had asked them to do or doing their 
normal daily life things, whatever that was.

MARGARET: So they were, were they what you expected them to be like or were they 
totally different?

JAKE: Um, they were a little bit. Um, none of my relatives that I saw had wings kind of 
like a younger child would imagine.

CLARA: Did you talk to any of your relatives that you saw, you know did you go up to 
them and talk to them, or you know, did they say anything to you?

JAKE: Yeah I talked to my, I talked to my Uncle Tom, like I said, who died a few weeks 
before my accident. And he was also my, uh, Godparent.
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CLARA: What did he say to you?

JAKE: Umm, well I told him that I loved him and missed him and I talked to him about 
everybody else here on earth who missed him, and also all of his family and relatives.

CLARA: Did you think you had died and were in heaven, or did you just think you were 
going to be there for a short time?

JAKE: Umm, I don’t really know much about that except when I asked Jesus if I could stay 
with him in heaven he said no cause he said my family needed me on earth. So then that 
was when he sent me back down.

CLARA: Did he say anything else to you, did you guys talk about anything else?

JAKE: Not really. He gave me a hug and then he told me that he loved me and it felt like 
I had two beating hearts at the same time.

MARGARET: Did it feel like you had been there for a long time when you left heaven?

JAKE: I guess, I guess you could say it was kind of like a dream, like how you dream it 
seems like it was only a quick short few seconds and then, but this seems like a few 
minutes.
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